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produced by a body by means of three space-sensational elements accordingly characterizes the rigid body, from the point of view of the physiology of the senses. And this holds good for both the visual arid the tactual sense. In so doing we are not thinking of the physical conditions of rigidity (in defining which we should be compelled to enter different sensory domains), but merely of the fact given to our spatial sense. Indeed, we are now regarding every body as rigid which possesses the property assigned, even liquids, so long as their parts are not in motion with respect to one another.
PHYSICAL ORIGIN OF GEOMETRY. Correct as the oft-repeated asseveration is that geometry is concerned, not with physical, but with ideal objects, it nevertheless cannot be doubted that geometry has sprung from the interest centering in the spatial relations of physical bodies. It bears the distinctest marks of this origin, and the course of its development is fully intelligible only on a consideration of this fact. Our knowledge of the spatial 'behavior of bodies is based upon a comparison of the space-sensations produced by them. Without the least artificial or scientific assistance we acquire abundant experience of space. We can judge approximately whether rigid bodies which we perceive alongside one another in different positions at different distances, will, when brought successively into the same position, produce approximately the same or dissimilar space-sensations. We knowr with the tirades of Lactantiuso remark that physiologicalrans.   Page 59.7.
